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The Team Rector writes …
The Christmas Gift

Judith and I are settling well into life here in Swanage and Studland and
we thank you again for your very warm welcome. We are enjoying
walks in this wonderful part of the world, have become regulars at the
weekly market and are looking forward to our first Christmas and New
Year here.
At the heart of Christmas is a truly wonderful gift, the incarnation,
Jesus Christ coming to us as a baby, God’s gift to the whole world. We
rejoice that we have a God who is not distant, but who came to us in
all the vulnerability of a baby. In the manger may we see the child who
grows up to be the saviour of the world. He grew up and lived our life,
with all its challenges and joys, and who not only showed us how to
live, but saved us that we might have life and have it to the full. God’s
motivation for this gift of Jesus is his immeasurably great love for us. I
do hope this Christmas that you will have an opportunity to spend
some time reflecting on our great and loving God’s plan of salvation
and the hope we have in and through Jesus.
But amidst all the celebration and activity at this time of year, we are
all aware that we are facing a very difficult year ahead. It appears that
our country is in recession and our government has a number of very
difficult issues to address. We need to pray that those in power make
wise decisions that meet the needs of the vulnerable and those less
well off. The situation affects each of us in different ways locally. As
God has been so generous to us in sending us Jesus Christ, may we be
as generous as we can in supporting those who are in need at this
time.
At this time of year, we have range of additional services and details of
these are on our website www.swanageteam.com and on handy
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leaflets which can be found in this magazine and in all of our churches.
I invite you most warmly to join us at any of our Christmas services and
please share our Christmas service details with any of your family and
friends who might want to celebrate with us too.
May I wish you and those you love a very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year!
Every Blessing
Ian

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.” (John 1: 14).
Regular services at The Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin,
Kings Road, Swanage
Sundays

Weekdays

8.00 am
10.30 am
10.30 am
6.30 pm

Holy Communion Rite 1
Sung Eucharist
Junior Church for primary age children
Choral Evensong

8.00 am

Morning Prayer (Monday to Saturday)

Wednesdays 11.00 am

Holy Communion Rite 1
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ST MARY’S DIARY FOR DECEMBER 2022/January 2023
Thurs

1st

2.00pm

Weds

7th

10-12.30

T-Pot in the Rectory Classroom

Sat

10th

12.30pm
7.30pm

Set up and rehearsal for evening concert
Belvedere Singers Christmas Concert

Tues

13th

9.30am

Swanage Primary School rehearsal for
Carol Service

Weds 14th

9.30am

Swanage Primary School Carol Service

Sun

18th

6.30pm

Town Carol Service

Sat

24th

4.30pm
6.30pm
11.30pm

Crib Service
Carols by Candlelight
Midnight Eucharist

Sun

25th

8.00am
10.30am

Holy Communion
Eucharist for Christmas Day
NO Evening Service

Weds 28th

Swanage Primary School Christingle
Service

NO Holy Communion Service at 11am

ST MARY’S DIARY FOR JANUARY 2023
Sun

8th

8.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Holy Communion
Family Eucharist for the Feast of Epiphany
Epiphany Team Service at St Mark’s:
Readings & Carols for Epiphany

Sun

22nd

10.30am

United Service for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity at the URC

Tues

31st

7.30pm

Standing Committee meeting in the
Rectory Classroom
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ST MARY’S NOTES
Happy New Year! No, it’s not the first of January but we
mark the start of the Church’s year on Advent Sunday,
which this year falls on the 27th November. At St Mary’s
we hosted the Swanage Town Remembrance Service
which for many attendees is their only participation in
worship each year. This year’s service saw the return to a “normal “ service with
a sizeable attendance following the limitations of Covid restrictions.
Now we move into Advent, our season for reflection and renewal and of
preparation for Christmas and there is the Advent Carol Service at 6.30 on
Advent Sunday, which begins in candlelit darkness.
At St Mary’s we have an Advent Wreath. The tradition we follow is to have five
candles, three purple or violet, one pink, and one white. The candles are lit in
succession each Sunday at our 10.30 service with the final white candle lit on
Christmas Day. Each lighting is accompanied by words and sung verses to reflect
the four themes, which focus on the “forerunners “ of Our Lord. So, the first
theme is the Patriarchs - Abraham, Jacob, and David, in whose city Jesus was
born. The second is the Prophets, the “foretellers” of the coming of the Saviour.
The third is John the Baptist who proclaimed Jesus and the fourth is Mary, the
“Godbearer”. The final white one is lit on Christmas Day - the Feast of the
Incarnation - when we celebrate the unsurpassable gift of the Christ Child, God
incarnate.
As well as spiritual preparation, Advent sees practical preparations for our
Christmas Eve and Day services - five in two days - and a timetable has been
discussed. I’m pleased to say a large tree has been ordered already! Lantern
stands will be put in place, loaded and lit, taken down, cleaned, refilled and lit
again, put back into store. The Crib will be put together and Crib figures dusted
off. Availability of animals for the Crib Service is checked - always an uncertainty!
The Choir rehearses busily, ready to lead our sung worship. Sign-up lists are put
out for helpers for various tasks. Orders of Service are prepared and printed. And
much more!
Christmas is a time for celebration. Was the 25th December chosen long ago so
that Christmas replaced pagan festivals? It would have been a neat solution to
offer people a celebration to brighten the dark days of winter and welcome
lengthening daylight hours. Each year the commercialisation of Christmas seems
to increase; happily, we can see beyond all that to the heart of Christmas - Jesus
the Saviour, the greatest gift of all.
May you find peace and joy in this Christmas season!
Avril Harris, Church Warden
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Regular Sunday services
8.00 am: Holy Communion
9.00 am: Breakfast@9
10.30 am: Family Worship
All Saints Calendar
Morning Prayer
Art Workshop
Monday Prayer
House Groups x 6
Coffee Pot

www.allsaints-swanage.org

Monday to Friday at
8.15am in church
Friday mornings from 10am
7pm – currently on Zoom
Contact Tim if you would like to join a group
Thursdays from 10.30am

All Saints Notes
Christmas services are advertised elsewhere but it is worth noting that with
both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day falling on a Sunday, the pattern of
services in All Saints will differ from the norm on those two Sundays.
Although there will be a midnight service on Christmas Eve, there will only be
one service on Christmas morning at 10.30am. This will be a family service
lasting for 45 to 50 minutes. On New Year’s morning, we will hold one family
service at 9.30am. Again, this may be a little shorter than usual.
As I wrote in December 2021, the year end is a good time to give thanks for a
wonderful team of dedicated volunteers at All Saints. Life without a vicar has
continued to add considerably to the workload of some of us in the church,
but we have a core team of many people willing to help out in different roles
at our three Sunday morning services. Without them all, the wheels would
not turn so easily and, on behalf of myself and the churchwardens, I would
like to extend our thanks to all who contribute unstintingly to the life and
work of All Saints.
We have been well supported, too, by a number of visiting speakers over the
course of the year and it was good to have Ember Liddiard with us on 23rd
October to share some insights into her work with ‘Youth for Christ’ in
Botswana. Ember is the prayer deputy director for YFC International serving
in Botswana since 2010.
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Unfortunately, Gareth Davies from the Bible Society had to cancel his visit
(scheduled for 30th October) at the last moment, but we hope to rearrange
something for the New Year. And thinking ahead, we are looking forward to
visits from Archdeacon Antony Macrow-Wood on 11th December and Bishop
Karen on 8th January.
Covid restrictions have prevented us from holding a Christmas lunch for the
past couple of years but, at the time of writing, we have a provisional booking
at the Village Inn and we are looking forward to being able to enjoy this
special time together on 11th December.
Approaching the season of Advent led me to thinking about the origin of the
Advent Calendar and I share below the results of my research.
On 1st December, children all around the world will be opening the first door
of their Christmas Advent Calendars eager to see what picture, chocolate, or
mini gift might be hiding inside. The idea of physically marking Advent has its
roots in late 19th century Germany, when the Lutherans made chalk marks on
doors from December 1st until the 24th. There are two contenders for the
very first Advent Calendars. According to the Landes Museum in Austria, the
first one was produced in Hamburg in 1902 by a protestant bookshop owner.
Others claim that the first hand made calendar was made in Germany in the
late 19th century for a child named Gerhard Lang. Lang’s mother stuck 24
tiny sweets to a square of cardboard for her son to eat over the Advent period.
This simple idea stayed with Lang and when, as an adult, he went into
partnership with his friend Reichhold, they opened a printing office. In 1908
they produced what is thought to be the first ever printed Advent Calendar.
‘He came down to earth from heaven’ will be sung the world over in the next
few weeks and as we look forward to celebrating the coming of Jesus into the
world and, indeed, to his coming again, we are reminded of the certain hope
which is ours. ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,
full of grace’. I leave you to ponder those rich words from John 1 v14 and, on
behalf of everyone in All Saints, I wish you all a truly Blessed Christmas and a
very Happy New Year!
Tim Silk
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ST MARK’S NOTES
DIARY FOR DECEMBER and JANUARY
December 01 St Mark’s School KS1 Christingle
December 02 St Mark’s School KS2 Christingle
December 03 Churches Together Choir carols at the Christmas Market
December 04 10am Holy Communion
December 11 10am Holy Communion
December 01 St Mark’s School Carol Service
December 18 10am Holy Communion – with Carols and Christmas
Refreshments
Christmas Eve 4:30pm Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Day 10am All-Age Holy Communion
January 01
10am Holy Communion
January 08
10am Holy Communion
6:30pm Team Epiphany Carol Service – with Team choir
January 15
10am Holy Communion
January 22
10:30am Churches Together United Service at the URC
No service at St Mark’s
January 29
All-Age Worship
Choir Rehearsal – Monday 6:15 - 7pm
Prayer and Share is every Wednesday 10am – 10.45am.
St Mark’s has had a busy few weeks. Our Harvest Service and Lunch was a
great time of fellowship. The choir sang an anthem, the Church decorations
were stunning, and a large amount of food was donated to the Swanage
Foodbank.
We were pleased that St Mark’s Choir members were able to join the united
choir for the Induction of our new Team Rector.
On 21st October our 150th Anniversary events continued with a very
successful evening on the wartime history of Swanage and Purbeck. Phil
Judkins, a national authority on the history of Radar, was joined by some local
people who shared their stories on wartime in Swanage. The talks, together
with interval refreshments, were appreciated by the large crowd who came
along.
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Phil Judkins, above, and Jenny Lazenbury
with the doll she has had since her war
time childhood in Swanage
On Sunday 23rd October we welcomed Rev. Dr. Ian Bird, our new Team
Rector, and Judith Bird to the service. It was a great excuse for another
celebration!
St Mark’s School held Harvest Services in Church on 21st and 22nd October.
The children were brilliant, a good number of parents came along, and even
more food was donated to Swanage Foodbank. It’s great to re-establish
regular contacts with the school after the disruption of Covid. We hope to coordinate the Church and School Harvests next year, so the children can see
the church decorated for Harvest.
On Sunday 30th October we welcomed
the brilliant St Mary’s Junior Choir to our
All-Age Service. Anne Roper invited us all
to wear pink for the occasion, and the
service was followed by a Wear it Pink
reception, which featured pink cakes,
pink wine and raised £250 for Breast
cancer Research. Spare cakes helped fuel
St Mark’s School staff during the Monday
INSET Day!
During November I preached on the 3 challenges set down by Bishop Karen,
when she preached at our 150th Anniversary Service, back in April. She
challenged us to:
● Have Confidence in God not in ourselves
● Make Outreach, not Inreach, our priority
● See ourselves as contributors, instead of consumers
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There was a question to consider and a prayer to pray every week. We
will continue to be guided and inspired by these challenges over the coming
months, and trust that we will see God’s Spirit work in our midst.
FUTURE PLANS
Christmas is approaching as I write. We are looking forward to welcoming
St Mark’s School for Christingle and Carol Services, and to welcoming a
crowd to the very popular Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight. We plan to
put a Christmas Card through every door in the Herston area – an
opportunity to share the joy of the birth of Jesus with our community.
We look forward to the Churches Together United Service at the URC on
22nd January
We are planning a Quiz Night for the end of January – watch the Newsletter
or our Facebook page for details.
I would love to see us establish some Bible Study Groups for Lent – and
maybe continue with regular opportunities to learn from the Word together.
Maybe we could do this as a Team? All suggestions and ideas welcomed.
We are pleased that the Epiphany Carol Service is returning to St Mark’s in
2023, following the Covid disruption. In 40+ years of ministry I have never
been allowed near incense, so may need some tuition (and a risk
assessment….). Do join us for a true Team celebration, and make this an
occasion to proclaim the Revelation of our Saviour, in unity of faith and
purpose, together.
David Richards
(Resident Priest)

Swanage Christmas Market
3rd December
A small Churches Together choir will be singing carols
from 3pm-3:30pm.
We hope to share something of the message, joy and
wonder of Christmas through traditional Christmas Carols.
And we do hope you will be there and join us in the singing.
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WHOSE KINGDOM RULES?
‘The Christmas Special’
David Nunn and his ‘Blue Skies Players’ return with the
‘CHRISTMAS SPECIAL’ edition of another of his much enjoyed plays.
Those who have seen the previous ones in his series
will need no prompting to book the date in their diaries!
This year’s production explores the Christmas Story from dramatically
different viewpoints! They flood the events with intriguing fresh insights,
which will long be remembered!
‘Immensely enjoyable! Takes the audience to the very heart of the action!
It’s unforgettable! Not to be missed!’
Sat 17th Dec 7pm ALL SAINTS CHURCH, Ulwell
Sun 18th Dec 6pm HARMANS CROSS VILLAGE HALL
Tues 20th Dec 7pm ST GEORGE’S CHURCH, Langton
Admission FREE – Light Refreshments

Soup and Cinema at Swanage United Reformed Church
Our next afternoon Soup and Cinema is on
Wednesday 14th December when we will enjoy a specially chosen
Christmas Movie. We will start a little later at 12.30 pm with the
film scheduled for 2 pm. The afternoon will finish at about 4 pm.
There is no charge but Donations will be welcome.
Come to have Soup, just the Film, or both!
If you know anyone one who would like a bit of
company and a warm welcome, please tell them about this event,
or better still bring them!
Davina Freedman
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St Nicholas Parish News
November began with the Baptism of Fraser
Churchill on 5th November and Clara Cowie on
the 6th November. It was a joy to greet both
families to St Nicholas. Fraser is great grandson
of Alec and Margaret Churchill whose lives were
not only significantly involved with St Nicholas
church but the whole community of Studland.
This involvement has continued through the
years and Fraser’s baptism is another chapter in
the history of the Churchill family. Clara Cowie is
the second child of Hannah and Alex Cowie who
married at St Nicholas in 2015. They have
continued their association with St Nicholas just
as many other couples, who have married here
in Studland. This year 10 children will have been
baptised, all with strong association with the
church and village. It illustrates how the life of
the church has moved beyond the Parish
boundaries. This wonderful start to the month
reminds us of new beginnings and our obligations for the future to those who
follow us.
Other events also remind us of the communal lives we lead. At the end of
October we celebrated All Saints Day remembering the encouragement given
to us by past lives. It also gave an opportunity to welcome Rev Ian Bird and
Judith his wife as he begins his ministry among us as Rector of the Swanage
and Studland Team. I believe their welcome among us was warm and
interested. We look forward to working together. To quote Rev Ian, “being
Salt and Light to those we all serve”. Remembrance Day followed the
celebrations of Baptism the weekend before and was an apt reminder of our
obligations to future generations. Remembrance was marked by the simple
beauty of poppies and flowers in the church and a Service of Remembrance
for those who sacrificed so much for us. We are again very grateful to Audrey
and Rosemary for undertaking the decoration each year for us to such a high
standard. We would also like to invite all village associations to present a
wreath next year.
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A sincere thank you to all the ladies who so faithfully ensure that St Nicholas
has such lovely flowers throughout the year and to all those who will help
with the Christmas decorations
December sees the preparations for Christmas and the Choir have welcomed
new members during the year. They have started practising for the Carol
Service on Tuesday 13th December at 6.30. Mince pies and Mulled wine will
be served in the Church Hall after the service thanks to Studland WI.
Invitations to the families of all the children baptised this year have been sent
out and adults and children are welcome to our Christingle on Sunday 18th
December at 3pm.
Out Midnight communion will be at 11.30pm on 24th December and our
Christmas family service will be at 10.00am on 25th December led by the Revd
Tony Edmonds. As New Year’s Day follows on the next Sunday there will be a
service of Morning Prayer at 10.00am.
The past year has not been without its challenges but a return to normal has
been largely achieved. We have said goodbye to some old friends and
welcomed new friends throughout the year. We have made headway with
some plans and postponed others. The big challenge next year will be the
rebuilding of the organ which will be costly and disruptive, but we have
sound plans in place to alleviate the disruption and are confident of the
financial costs being met through generosity. Other plans are also afoot that
may enhance the wider use of the church and grounds. St Nicholas is very
much alive and well and looking to the New Year with great confidence.
May we wish you all a happy and blessed Christmas and a new year full of
opportunity.
From the Register
Baptisms
5th November Fraser Mark Churchill
6th November Clara Isobel Cowie
Revd Tony Higgins
Resident Priest
15
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Belvedere Singers are ready to ‘Ring Christmas Bells’

The long established, Swanage-based choir ‘Belvedere Singers’ is looking
forward to performing a wonderful mix of music to ring in the festive period.
They would love everyone to join them for what promises to be a most
enjoyable evening,

on Saturday 10th December, at 7.30pm
The choir’s concerts are known to provide ‘something for everyone’ and
Music Director Clive Watkiss has made sure this year is no exception; there
will be many popular carols, some with organ accompaniment and audience
participation. Concert-goers can also look forward to some well-known
Christmas songs, plus a Ukrainian carol which the choir, always up for a
challenge, will attempt to sing in its original language - Fortunately one of the
choir speaks Ukrainian, so they have a slight advantage!
A retiring collection will benefit Purbeck Connect Ukraine, a local charity set
up through Swanage Action for Refugees, which aims to provide help and
support for Ukrainian people who have come to Purbeck to flee the war in
Ukraine.
‘Ring Christmas Bells’ will be at St.Mary’s Church, Kings Road, Swanage.
Tickets are just £7 (under 18’s free) and are available from choir members
or on the door.
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Lewis-Manning’s stunning community event
‘Candles on the Beach’ is arriving in Swanage!
Join Lewis-Manning Hospice Care at 5pm on Saturday 10th December, on
Swanage Beach, to reflect, celebrate and remember everyone we love and
care about with a spectacular display of candles on the sand, music from local
musicians and a reflective reading to those we have lost.
Fundraising Manager, Vicki Gray advised, “We are really excited to bring this
hugely popular event to the amazing community of Swanage. It’s free for all
to join, so tell your friends, neighbours, colleagues, and family to come along
to this spectacular evening.”
“We encourage supporters to make an online donation for a candle(s) prior to
the event to avoid any disappointment, alternatively candles will be available
on the night. If you would like to add a personal dedication to your candle,
facilities to write your own message will be available.
“It will be a memorable and meaningful celebration where families and
friends can come together to reflect, remember and celebrate loved ones.”
“Music will be performed by local musicians and a short reflective reading will
be given by Lewis-Manning Hospice Care. Volunteers will place the candles on
the sand to create a magical display of lights.”
“We are asking people to make a suggested donation of £5 per candle. If
three people donated this amount, it could cover the cost of a one-hour
telephone call or visit, providing support to a grieving family.”
All candles will be safely placed on the sand so as not to affect wildlife or
causing damage in the area. All the flameless candles are collected at the end
of the evening by dedicated volunteers to ensure there is no litter and will
also be reused for subsequent years.
To find out more about this fantastic free event please visit: https://lewismanning.org.uk/candles-on-the-beach/
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A Letter from the Bishop of
Salisbury, the Rt Revd
Stephen Lake

Your kingdom come …
The season of Advent begins on Sunday the 27 November. Like Lent, it is a
penitential season when the liturgical colour is purple and a time of preparation
to celebrate the feast of the Incarnation without which there would be no feast
of the Resurrection. Advent is not as long as Lent and it seems to be more
about feasting than fasting! In a way it’s ‘Lent-lite’ but for many of us one of our
favourite seasons of the year as we watch and wait in anticipation of the joy and
excitement of the celebration of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem and also
contemplate the realisation of God’s eternal Kingdom at the end of time. It is
becoming something of a cliché to list the crises that presently beset us:
climate, war, recession, refugees etc in a world already feeling unsettlingly
different post-Covid. At times we can begin to feel overwhelmed and turn in
on ourselves rather than remaining outward facing as is the Christian’s
orientation. God in Christ became a human being not to be served but to
serve. Christ the King is with us still – here and now. His kingship is not based
on human power but on serving and loving others. We are called to exhibit
those Kingdom values in their lives until at last our prayer will be answered and
God’s Kingdom will ‘come on earth as it is in heaven.’
As part of our on-going discernment of a new vision and strategy for the
diocese, the Dean, the Very Revd Nicholas Papadopulos, has kindly written
some prayers for us all to use as a Diocese this Advent in our personal prayer
time and when we meet together in church or on other occasions [see
www.salisbury.anglican.org/Advent]. They are beautiful and I commend them
to you most warmly. They recognise the situation in which we find ourselves
but remind us that we are never alone and that our calling is to join in where
God is already at work in his world.
May the God of peace make you completely holy, ready for the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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An Advent Prayer for the Diocese:
Faithful God,
your world is full of fear.
Hunger, cold, and loneliness are all around.
Your children are hurting.
Into our darkness comes the child of Bethlehem Jesus, the light who cannot be overcome.
He is with us always.
He speaks words of hope and words of truth.
May his Spirit fill our hearts this Advent
and awaken us to your purposes:
making us generous in giving,
active in serving,
and alert to your reign of justice, mercy, and peace,
which he calls us to bring to birth - here, and now.
Amen.

Pssst! Have you heard?
Nearly - New Books for Advent Reading - Thank you John.
Grateful thanks to John Staples for gifts of more than one hundred
nearly-new books for St Mary’s Church Lending Library earlier this year.
You will need to stop for a few minutes to browse. The Library is just
behind the 'Donation Station’.
Do borrow a book for Advent and Christmas Reading.
Make a note of it in the loose-leaf Log Book and return it whenever you
choose.
As a result of these additions some of the New Testament
commentaries
especially those by Tom Wright and William Barclay, have been moved
to the shelves to the left of the West (Main) Door.
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In 2020, Revd Nick Webb, curate of
the Purbeck Hills Benefice, pioneered
'Walking Church,' an initiative that
encouraged the congregation to
explore their spirituality by hiking
through the Dorset countryside.
Although the initial vision for the
initiative had been held prior to 2020,
it wasn't until Covid that the church
realised it made sense to begin a fresh
expression meeting as a church community both outside and while enjoying
a walk.
Walking church is an outdoor activity that gives adults and children alike a
chance to meet together. On these walks, they enjoy conversation, fresh air
and exercise while giving them a chance to reflect on God's creation and pray
together. Each walk offers a different theme - whatever the weather!
The concept came from one of the benefices family activities - family walks.
It was noted by Nick that they had the "best moments of conversation, fun
and least arguments!".
"The children were easily entertained by the natural environment around us
and I thought – surely this would be a great way of meeting as church
community too," Nick added. The worshipping community takes advantage
of being positioned on the Purbeck Hills and Jurassic coastline, but above all,
they always begin their walks from a church building within the benefice as a
point to focus their act of worship.
Nick explained: "Our community has grown from a handful of people to well
over 60 (though rarely all at once!) and we continue to welcome all
(including dogs!) who want to join us. We have even had special celebrations
at Easter and Christmas when we’ve enjoyed a treasure hunt, toasting
marshmallows and teacakes over a firepit and time to reflect on our faith
together.
"The joy of meeting outside is that it allows a variety of different people to
come together, build community and share an act of informal reflective
worship. "It is a very simple concept, but one which easily accommodates an
eclectic mix of ages and characters whilst being as deliberately inclusive as
possible. We enjoy the walk and enjoy a picnic lunch together afterwards,
and it is a genuinely wonderful time."
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Do you shop online? ‘YES’ – then read on...................
If I told you that there was a simple, safe, and FREE way in which you could
carry on shopping just as you do at the moment, but at the same time raise
money for the church, wouldn’t that seem an entirely logical thing to do?
I have researched many different trading systems but I chose a channel called
“Give as you Live” (GAYL). This allows everyone to do their normal shopping
(including major stores, holiday/travel/hotel booking sites, comparison sites
for insurance, utilities, etc.) and for that shopping to generate commission
which is passed on to the church.
GAYL was set up by Polly Gowers OBE who has a great commitment to and
understanding of charities. Her organisation works in a quite different way
from many of the more commercial sites: she insists that they avoid the high
level of intrusive advertising which you find on other sites and proves offputting to many supporters. Polly also established a ‘settings’ zone in which
you can control the frequency of communications you do receive from GAYL.
Using this system, you donate to the church without any cost to yourself
because what is passed on is a percentage of the commission paid by the
trading company. For example, if you shop with John Lewis, after registering
with Give as you Live, you will be directed to their website and make your
purchase in exactly the same way as normal, but a percentage of every
purchase will be paid to the Church – and it costs you nothing: it is a kind of
commercial Gift Aid!
Using Give-as-you-live also means you will get good value for money, often
accessing special offers from the more than 4,400 participating traders, so
actually saving yourself money. ( Amazon does not participate in this scheme.)
The process is quick and easy: simply go to https://www.giveasyoulive.com/
register with Give as you Live, and choose The Parochial Church Council of
(the ecclesiastical parish of) Swanage as the charity you wish to support.
Once that registration process is completed, every time you shop on line
through the GAYL channel, you will be making a donation to the Church.
Thousands of pounds are raised every year via GAYL for 10,000 charities
across the UK,
BUT
this will work best for our churches if we all get behind it, so sign up yourself
and then tell your friends .
Thank You!
Paul Baird
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25 ‘Will you keep to the old path
that evil men have — ?’
(Job 22:15) (4)
Down
1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and
struck the rock twice with — — ’
(Numbers 20:11) (3,5)
2 ‘You have heard that it was said
to the people long ago, “ — —
murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)
4 One of Paul’s many hardships
endured as a servant of God
(2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)
5 ‘We ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, — inwardly’
(Romans 8:23) (5)
6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)
7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is
light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)
8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you
know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8)
15 ‘ — to me the joy of your
salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out
your hand and put it into my
side”’ (John 20:27) (5)
20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you;
— will I forsake you”’
(Hebrews 13:5) (5)
21 Son of Onam and brother of
Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4)

Across
1 ‘How long will you — your face
from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)
3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the — he bore’
(Hebrews 13:13) (8)
9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)
10 Solemn pledges (Matt 5:33) (5)
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)
12 ‘For he who avenges blood
remembers; he does not — the
cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged
to the Way, whether — —
women, he might take them as
prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)
22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)
24 Precious stone decorating the
twelfth foundation of the New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)
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Family News
Funerals
We give thanks for the lives of

Mr Brian Christopher Toms (84), D’Urberville Drive

23 November

Mr Michael ‘Pop’ James (91), Aranlaw House Care Home Westbourne
24 November

Wedding flowers
and funeral tributes
Flowers made with sincerity
and from home

01929 427776
07966 462974
caroline@budsofmave.com
budsofmave.com
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Solution to the November
crossword

Articles for the FEBRUARY edition of
‘CHURCH ALIVE!’
should be in the Parish Office
E-mail:
swanage.team@btconnect.com
by FRIDAY 13TH JANUARY 2023
no later than 12 noon on that date
or
in the hands of the Editor
(Jane Cooper Telephone: 423591)
e-mail: dinofoot@hotmail.co.uk
no later than 12 noon on that date
The editor cannot guarantee the
inclusion of any contributions
received after that date.
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The leading independent Estate Agents
in the Isle of Purbeck

¨ SURVEYORS
¨ VALUERS
¨ AUCTIONEERS
For free marketing advice without obligation,
please get in touch
01929 422284
corbens.co.uk

A Personal Service to Landlord and Tenant
Do you have a property to let or are you looking for a
property to rent, in Swanage or the Isle of Purbeck?

Tel: 01929 426200
15c Commercial Road, Swanage, Dorset BH19 1DF
www.wpmlettings.co.uk/ wpmlettings@gmail.com
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“A family business pursuing
the finest traditions of the trade”
26 Station Road, Swanage
Tel: 01929-426377
Members of the British Hardware Federation
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Selling a car . . .
a carface
. . . the
.Selling
. . but can’t
. . . but can’t face the

hassle?

hassle?

We buy all kinds of cars, bikes, campers & vans for cash at a time to suit you. Trading in
elsewhere?
canofusually
offer more.
Halcyon
a friendly,
run, local
We buy all ‘We
kinds
cars, bikes,
campers
& vans Motors
for cashLtd
at aistime
to suitfamily
you. Trading
in
business
and‘We
we will
you. Impartial
advice isLtd
offered
free with
no obligation!
elsewhere?
can happily
usually come
offerto
more.
Halcyon Motors
is a friendly,
family
run, local
business and
wewww.halcyonmotors.co.uk
will happily come to you. Impartial
adviceand
is offered
free withand
no obligation!
Buying?
Visit
to see ‘warts
all’ descriptions
photos of

Buying?
www.halcyonmotors.co.uk
to Part
see ‘warts
andwelcome.
all’ descriptions and photos of
our
currentVisit
stock.
Warranties with all cars.
exchange
our current
stock. Warranties
with 209
all cars.
exchange
welcome.(Mon-Sun
Don
MacLeod:
01258 839
orPart
07782
189555

Don MacLeod: 01258 839 209 or 07782 189555

8am-9pm)

(Mon-Sun 8am-9pm)

KDL Plumbing & Heating
Immersion Heaters, Cylinders,
Cold Water Tanks, Ball Valves, Taps,
Showers, Radiator Replacement,
Broken Toilets, Washing Machine &
Dishwasher Installation
and more
Mobile: 0747-512-8249
(01929)-421632

15 STATION
STATION ROAD,
ROAD, SWANAGE
SWANAGE
15
01929 427057
427057
01929
Support your
your local
local Health
Health Shop
Shop
Support
Diabetic &
& Gluten-free
Gluten-free Products
Products
Diabetic

CATERING
Your local
local Outside
Outside Caterer
Caterer
Your

v

v

The personal touch

Organic Vegetarian Foods

The personal touch
to your catering needs:
to your catering needs:

Organic Vegetarian
Foods
v

Loose Cereal vand Dried Fruit

Loose Cereal and
Dried Fruit
v

Weddings
Weddings
Birthdays
Birthdays
Christenings
Christenings
Funerals
Funerals
Corporate
Events

v
Herbal
and

Herbal and
Homeopathic
Medicines
v Medicines
Homeopathic
v
Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables

v
Fresh Fruit and
Vegetables

SPECIALv OFFERS

Corporate Events

SPECIAL OFFERS

JULIAN WOOD

Please telephone for LOCAL DELIVERIES

JULIAN
WOOD
07789 289289
07789 289289

Please telephone for LOCAL DELIVERIES
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NICHOLAS LEVER
QUALIFIED HORTICULTURIST
Established 1985

Tel: 01202 777827 mob: 07979 967 855 email: n.lever@ntlworld.com

www.nicholasleverlandscapes.co.uk 5 Ropers Lane, Poole, BH16 5HR

*
Girl*Friday

W. F. SNOOK & SON Ltd.
Installers of

*

Simplify your Life…..

PVC-U and ALUMINIUM

PA Secretarial and
Book-keeping Service

WINDOWS ~ DOORS ~ PATIO
DOORS
BIFOLDING DOORS

Freelance for part-time or ad-hoc
assignments. Reliable, confidential
and friendly service

CONSERVATORIES
GARAGE DOORS
GUTTERING

•
•
•
•
•
•

‘KESTREL’ PVC-U FASCIA
SOFFIT MOULDINGS etc.

Tel./Fax: 01929 481581

Book-keeping
Secretarial / Administration
Reports / Mailshots
Diary / Event Management
Personal Administration
Personal Shopping / Errand
Running

10 YEAR INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE

Email: info@megirlfriday.co.uk
Tel:
01202 894448 Mob: 07952 174975

FENSA
13202
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