- - TEAM NOTES - th

Dorset Historic Trust’s Ride & Stride Saturday 8 September – This event
involves cycling or walking between Dorset’s many churches. Would you be willing to
take part? The sponsorship monies received will be divided between the Trust and the
church you attend - St. Mary’s, St. Mark’s, St. Nicholas’ or All Saints’. Full details of
which churches in Dorset are participating are available from your Churchwardens or
Margaret Chinchen (425224).
“All things Bright and Beautiful” continues each Tuesday at 2.30pm, in St Mary’s
for everyone who would like a short midweek service with tea and activities
afterwards. It is particularly suitable for those suffering some memory loss and their
carers.
TODAY’S EVENTS:
th

Annual Lifeboat Service - this evening (19 August) at 6.00pm. To be held at the
Lifeboat House (not at Swanage Pier as in previous years). Service led by Revd Tony
Higgins and The Very Revd John Mann will be preaching. As in previous years, there
will be no Evensong at St Mary’s Church on that evening.
Presentation by Wave – over the course of the next few weeks the Wave Team is
th
going to visit all of the churches in Swanage. Today (19 Aug) they are coming to St
Mary’s to tell everyone about plans for the future and current work. This will take place
at coffee time after the 10.30am service.
Kyle Ingram - Many of us will know Kyle Ingram who has been one of the Wave Kids
interns this last year. Kyle is being baptised today and he would very much like his
friends from other churches to come along. The service will be at All Saints starting at
10.30. But the baptism itself will be by immersion in the sea starting at 12.15. We
hope this will give everyone sufficient time to come along after other morning
services. We’ll be meeting on the beach just below the Grand Hotel. Feel free to join
us, and please pray for Kyle as he prepares for this important moment in his life.
Swanage Folk Festival takes place second weekend in September and St Mary’s as
th
usual looks forward to welcoming many visitors to our special service on Sunday 9
Sept at 10.30, with singing and dancing in various Folk traditions. It’s a way of
blessing the Festival, and it’s certainly a blessing for the Church to be involved in this
way. Do join us at St Mary’s if you’re not worshipping elsewhere at that time.
Please note parking in the church grounds is for disabled people only.
There will also be a concert at 3.30pm.
th

The third term of the Aldhelm course starts on 4 Sept. We shall be thinking about
faith in a world of work. If you are interested in the course, do pick up a flier from the
back of church or get in touch with Revd. Tony Edmonds on
t.e.edmonds@btconnect.com or 01929 450097.
Jean Proffitt sends grateful thanks to all who immediately gave advice and support
following her recent sudden need. Their love and assistance at this time are of
tremendous encouragement and I will value for ever.
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St. Mary’s – St. Mark’s – All Saints’ – St. Nicholas’
19th August 2018 ~ Trinity 12
Proverbs 9: 1-6; Ephesians 5: 15-20; John 6: 51-58
John chapter 6 has begun with his account of the feeding of the five thousand.
It is a miracle that appears in all four Gospels but John adds some interesting
information. In glancing back to verse 4, in one of those little asides that are
so pertinent to the John, we see that he mentions, “Now the Passover, the
feast of the Jews, was at hand.” So we should be approaching this whole
chapter in the light of this observation by John, because, what he is saying in
effect is: “Jesus is doing and saying what he is (that I am recording in the
sentences that I am writing for you) against a particular backdrop: people are
assembling with their families to eat unleavened bread, and specially prepared
lamb; they are obeying the voice of God, and remembering their deliverance
from Egypt, through his power and mercy.”
With these thoughts we approach the verses of today’s Gospel. The people’s
minds are thrown back to the Exodus; the great escape; the nation’s salvation
- and they were fed on the journey to the Promised Land. Jesus speaks of
bread and of flesh and relates these things directly to himself, by repeated use
of the present tense of the verb to be. The people’s minds may be cast back
to the past; to what has been, and what needs to be remembered, but Jesus
speaks differently: “I am the living bread”, “my flesh is food indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed”, “This is the bread which came down from heaven.
So what does this mean to us all these years later? As we understand Jesus
as giving very direct theological interpretation to his actions, through what he
says about himself and what he is doing, so, today, we read this with an
understanding of what Jesus’ self-sacrificial life meant, as he died on the
Cross, but also can’t help but interpret his words Eucharistical as well. This is
the meal of sharing for Christians, by it we are brought close to Christ’s death,
but also to his life, in which, and through which, we too may live.
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